
Dear Tarpon Methodist Friends, 
 
Greeting in the name of Jesus Christ!  We are so happy to let you know that we are starting in-
person worship services on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m., with our Contemporary service, and 
Sundays  at 11:00 a.m., with our Traditional service.  This is Phase 1 of re-opening our campus, 
so it may change according to the COVID 19 situation.  Your health and well-being are very 
important to us, and we want to make sure everyone is safe on our campus.  As we start in-
person worship services, here are some things we’d like for you to know: 

(1) If you are “at risk,” or if you do not feel comfortable worshipping in person, please stay 
home.  We understand how you feel, and we do not want you to feel guilty about 
staying home.  Your safety and health are our priority as well.  We will continue our on-
line Traditional worship service on Sundays at 11:00 am on Facebook and YouTube.  To 
ensure the quality of the video, the message will be one-week behind, to allow for post-
production work.  

(2) If you are sick with ANY COVID symptoms (fever, cough, loss of smell and taste, etc.) 
please stay home.   

(3) Please wear a mask when you are inside the church buildings.  We want for the church 
to be a safe place for everyone.  If you forgot your mask, please let a greeter know.  We 
have disposable masks you can use. 

(4) Both worship services will be in the sanctuary.  We want to make sure there will be 
enough space between you and others and it has high ceiling.   

(5) The entrance and the exit to the sanctuary will be the red doors only.   
(6) There will be hand-sanitizing stations for you to use.  We recommend you wash your 

hands frequently as well while on our property.   
(7) There will be no bulletin.  We will put church activity information on our website 

(www.tarponmethodist.com) and our Facebook page.  Our worship service information 
will be on the YouVersion Bible App, which we will introduce during worship service.   

(8) If you are not from the same household, please sit 6 ft. apart in the pews.   You will see 
one side of the pew blocked, so there will be only one way into each pew.   

(9) Please respect each other’s personal space and social distance of 6 ft. at all times.   
(10) The Gospel Train and Right Track area will be off limits for everyone except for students 
and teachers due to the state guidelines.   (Even parents and family members cannot enter.)   
The entrance from Orange Street into the sanctuary will be closed.    

      (11) Holy Communion will be served on the first Sunday of the month.  The elements  
      are pre-packaged.   
     (12) There will be no choir, and congregational singing will be limited.  
     (13) For classes and groups that meet on campus, we recommend 12 or fewer, but it 
   depends on the size of the room.   We suggest opening windows and doors during meeting, 
    and if possible, meet outside in individuals’ homes, or elsewhere.  
 
 Please let us know if you have any questions.  We appreciate your patience and 
cooperation.  Thank you for sharing Jesus’ love with each other.  We are excited and looking 
forward to worshipping with you!   
 



FAQs 
Q. Why are we meeting on Thursdays and Sundays? 
A. According to Dr. Frederick Southwick, an infectious disease specialist at Shands Hospital in 
Gainesville, the Corona virus on surfaces dies in three days.  We have a professional cleaning 
service that comes and will clean on Fridays and Mondays in between services.  
 
Q. Why are we meeting in the sanctuary, and not in the chapel? 
A. The Corona virus is airborne.  The Florida Conference of the UMC suggests churches meet 
outside, but the second best meeting place is a big place with high ceilings.  
Also, we will be using screens for the words, so you do not have to touch the hymnals or the 
Bibles.   
 
Q. Why are we starting now? 
A. We have been monitoring the number of positive new cases in Pinellas County. The number 
of people who have tested positive for the first time divided by all of the people who have 
tested has been 5% and/or lower for 14 days straight.  Our county has been doing very well.   
 
Q. Is this a permanent arrangement? 
A. No. This is Phase 1 of our re-starting.  We will continue to monitor the COVID-19 situation, 
and if the number were to go higher or worship attendee(s) tested positive, we will close for 
quarantine again.  We invite all of you to be “joyfully flexible!”  
 
 
 
 

 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


